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6/3/69 


Deer Dick, 


finally, after sleeping later thon usual, I begen rereading COUP 
this morning, vreparstory to writing the sddition. So, I'll ts brésf. 


Your letter of 6/6 arrived this s.m. The Zirst paragreanh reads 
es though you ned read my mind, of the letter I hed just written you. On 
it and averything else sbout the cases, etc., we agree....And how I would 
love, in AGINT OSWALD, to suy thst one of tho evidences he both offered and 
igncrec of conspiracy show “oover's incompetence or error and is not an 
evidence of conspirecy, although I, trusting him, hsd so said! 


f¥rom what you say, one o” the possible explanetions of the sbsence 
of blowback morks on the test cases might be the absnee of sny propellent charge 
or tne coincidence of whet I'd not suspect, insufficient charge, old stuff. 


- skip to your concluding pereagravnh, for it fascinates in its own Waye 
i have fobgotten who, but I think Paul Hoch or one oF his friends, mede a study 
that shows atout six different versions of that issue of LIFE with the Oswald 
cover picture, Now! have one in which thet figure in the background is very 
clear, “n fect, this is clear past the second generation. Larry Schiller took 
a LIVE cover for Lieboler, make a negative of it, blew that up slmost to life 
size, then a picture of that on dispely was taken, end then that wes printed 
in the UCLA newspeper. Through all of this, thet woman is clear. I also have 
officiel copies where she is, There is no dozbt of the person. I have copies 
where the brushing also is clear. Itd like tn torrow your covar sometime, for 
this would indtests that LIFE st one tims eles dil seme other to ichingup. 


TEempson is 38 he wes from tie first, e fink. He is not alone in 

on evil trading on “ylvie's name ena s more-thsn-esrned reputation for in- 
corruptebility and painstaxing accuracy. Spsteia has done the same in 
"Counter slot". tn my few letters to others on this, 1've dubved him Epsteink. 

h any event, this was an e@rea in which she could not check his accuracy. On 
the other hend, Thomnson from the first pretended ha be wes something else, not 
a critic, that the critics ani their work were wrong, etc. Aylvia tas one of the 
best minds. Thatxshe waa taken by both is, I think, a reflaction sf her denied 
meterhal instincts. She micht hsve mde the Lidéische Mama to ead ell, which is 
neither adverse critcisem not a nsety erack, However, she should have detected 
some of the more open thieveries and dishenesties in hie text. And it is true 
that they were close. Without intending to, I am certzin, she leaked some of my 
unpublished material to him. She would saver do this on purpose. It ia, Do, a 
burden to have to remember what cen snd cannot be said. I heve invited her to come 
here when she has time. I did this in March, She indiceted she might Curing the 
summer. If she nants, I wil' then stow her other things in Thompson, where his 
fishonesty shows. 


I esution you sesin Seweomb, is 5 person snd his work, Last Train is 
horrible. Ask Gary, for I have reasen to ssy eo, he doesn't. It is my work that 
turned Fred on. Ha told me this in @f% 11/67, when I scent s week with kim. And 
whet he hac done when he sccurstely detected my suspicions pleased end impresssed 
mé. I'll sto it to you “hen youbsre next here. However, as time psssed and + haa 
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@ chance to check it out, it collepsed. That. is, some did. Some is solid. What 
he did for me ‘now part of his slides) on the Uswald-rifle picture is very solid. 
“e hes carried this forvard well as far as he has gone but he and his photo- 
grspher friend have missed the technical things you'd not have expected them to. 
Of course, we all miss things. Now, there is no doubt of the =lteration of the 
Willis film snd its misrepresentation. Both LIFE and ITEK confirm my original 
observetion, thet it shows 4 msn on the knoll. But Fred's evidence is hot good. 
That a train wes there means nothing tmles= we have the whole story of the train. 
The tres wes not altered es he ssys. He compares whet cannot be, pictures taken 
from different positions, with different lenses. that had originally impressed 
mé, his belief that the mullions on tho pergola were eltered, I nov find simple 
explanation for (enlargement end sun end shadow). More then one trein is known 
to have been thers. ~ mention at least one ig the first book. But to we this in 
connection with the walsing-man pictures is unvarrented, especaialiy tecsuse 
everything thus fer ssid of them xmekxker does not make sense end is op.osed to 
whet we can establish, His attack on Sprague is not fair, especially because of 
the correspondence he wes csrrying on simultuncously. Why not check with “ary 
about this an: the work itself, bocause Fred is carrying on w retten,and dishonest . 
cam sign against me end 1 think it net kest thet you listen to me. I d prefer 
that you not so that none of these poor souls can later torture it. They do. 
this regularly. Gary recounts ome ip s letter elso rsceived today. Let me make 
this generel observation: the only dependable work in Calif is by Paul, Hel md 
Jim in the Bay ares. Fuul is an ultraconservative scholer in his approech, Jim 
has brilliant suspicions and follws them solidly, and Hal, who is now busior 
then he wes, combined elements of both snd has beon very helpful to me, as the 
others elen have, I think you vill be wall sdvised te say nothing you wouldn't 
want proclaimed in Times Squere to uny of the others and would be better sdvised 
to give them as little as nossible in writing for they heve en f@nexhsustible 
fpoecity for twisting and misusing. 


i've been phoning Yom for an hour. iis line stuys busy. Ir ~ hear 
that he nasn't sent the Archives pictures, 1'il add a note. Sorry to ifflict the 
typos on you. No time. One other thing on Tred: Ee tried to sell ie on the idea 
thet the entire Z film Was remsde imuediately, and he believed it. 


Best, 


